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Events in the Fortified City of Koblenz

Discover the multifaceted world of the fortress city of 
Koblenz at numerous events. Concerts, festivals, wine 
festivals, exhibitions, lectures, chil-dren‘s and family 
festivals, markets, and much more can be found in the 
events calendar at www.visit-koblenz-touristik.de and 
www.tor-zum-welterbe.de. 

Furthermore, guided city tours, the station theatre, living 
history and themed tours offer the opportunity to immerse 
oneself in the history of the city.
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Ehrenbreitstein Fortress:   www.tor-zum-welterbe.de
Fortified City of Koblenz:   www.festungsstadt-koblenz.de 
Fort Kaiser Franz:   www.feste-franz.org
Fort Konstantin:   www.pro-konstantin.de
Neuendorfer Flesche:   www.neuendorfer-flesche.eu
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Koblenz-Touristik GmbH
Bahnhofplatz 7
56068 Koblenz
Tel.: +49 261 3038826
www.koblenz-touristik.de

Information on the Koblenz section of the  
fortress system

Koblenz, with its strategically dominant location at the con-
fluence of the Rhine and Moselle, the Deutsches Eck, is one  
of the oldest fortified cities on the Rhine. Fortifications  
dating from around 1000 BC in Ehrenbreitstein on the Dom-
melberg mountain were followed by a Roman fort in the 1st 
century, a military post in Ehrenbreitstein and the Limes fort 
in Niederberg.
The medieval city of Koblenz grew out of the late Roman 
fort. Together with Ehrenbreitstein Castle, it formed the cen-
tre of the archbishopric and electorate of Trier, which made 
Koblenz its residence in 1690. Ehrenbreitstein was develo-
ped into a fortress around 1520; the town in the 17th cen-
tury. Koblenz fell to France in 1794 and the Ehrenbreitstein 
fortress also fell to France in 1799. It was destroyed in 1801.
The Congress of Vienna awarded parts of the Rhineland to 
Prussia in 1815. The King of Prussia ordered the fortification 
of Koblenz and Ehrenbreitstein and made Koblenz the capi-
tal of the Rhine Province. 
By 1834, the Prussian fortress of Koblenz and Ehrenbreit-
stein had been built around the Deutsches Eck, a prepared 
battlefield where fortifications strengthened the terrain opti-
mally for defence. The engineering officers laid a belt of for-
tifications around the towns of Koblenz and Ehrenbreitstein. 
Fort Kaiser Alexander and Fort Großfürst Konstantin were 
built on the left bank of the Rhine, to the south of the City. 
Fort Kaiser Franz was built to the north of the Moselle. Fort 
Ehrenbreitstein, built in 1817-28, dominated the right bank 
of the Rhine like a citadel, supplemented by Fort Asterstein 
in the south and others.
The entire fortress remained operational until 1890. When 
the city fortifications were abandoned, the fortified city ex-
panded into the southern suburbs. There and in Lützel, half-
timbered buildings remind us that until 1890 only houses 
that could be easily demolished in the event of a siege were 
allowed to stand in the fortress‘ field of fire.
The fortifications on the right bank of the Rhine were de-
commissioned after the First World War. Defortification and 
later destruction reduced the number of fortresses. Only the 
Ehrenbreitstein fortress was spared. 
Since the 1990s, the entire fortress and its installations, such 
as Fort Konstantin, Fort Asterstein and Feste Franz has, re-
gained importance for Koblenz.

European Cultural Route
Fortified Monuments

The European heritage of fortified monuments includes 
single fortresses, fortified cities, citadels, fortified castles 
and palaces, fortified sacred buildings, major fortifica-
tion systems and lines of defence as well as the bunker 
constructions of the two World Wars and the Cold War.  

Fortresses are built history. With extraordinary architec-
ture, they protected people and goods from enemy at-
tacks. Today, fortified monuments are modern cultural 
and tourist centers that are full of life and offer attractive 
backdrops for rich experiences.

FORTE CULTURA® is the European cultural route of forti-
fied monuments. Travel with us to fascinating fortresses 
all over Europe. Visit modern museums with interactive 
exhibitions and multimedia shows or experience histo-
ry up close with living history offers and staged guided 
tours. Enjoy great concerts and music festivals, art instal-
lations and live performances, children‘s events and re-
enactments. 

FORTE CULTURA® takes you along the European cultural 
route of fortified monuments, whether it‘s a family out-
ing, excursion, event trip or active tour. 

Let yourself be inspired, e.g. by 
the  countless events of our  
EUROPEAN FORTRESS SUMMER.

Koblenz

www.forte-cultura.eu

FORTIFIED CITY
OF KOBLENZ

European Cultural Route
Fortified Monuments



The Ehrenbreitstein Fortress‘ firing range was transformed 
into a spacious landscape park for the Federal Horticultu-
ral Show of 2011. The viewing platform offers a panoramic 
view. There is also a playground next to „Werk Pleitenberg“ 
(1827-1830), which was built for the fortress as an outlying 
facility.
Greiffenklaustraße, 56077 Koblenz-Ehrenbreitstein 

The fortress park is open all year round, and access to the viewing 
platform is free of charge from spring to late autumn.

  Fortress System  

Preserved and destroyed sections
„Forts of Koblenz and Ehrenbreitstein“

1. Ehrenbreitstein

2. Fort Asterstein

6. Koblenz City Forti�cations

3. Fort Kaiser Franz

4. Fort Großfürst Konstantin

7. Fort Kaiser Alexander

5. Neuendorfer Flesche 
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Fortress

The Fortified City of Koblenz
2,000 years of culture and fortress history at the confluence of the Rhine and the Moselle

FORT ASTERSTEIN

Fort named after the Prussian General von Aster. Const-
ruction began in 1818 and was completed in 1828. Today, 
the redesigned fortress park around the well-preserved 
redoubt, with its elaborate courtyard façade, is an inviting 
place to visit.
Kolonnenweg 11/ Lindenallee, 56077 Koblenz-Asterstein  

Due to construction work, Fort Asterstein is closed. The spacious 
and recently redesigned fortress park can be visited daily.

NEUENDORFER FLESCHE

Built between 1820 and 1825 as part of the Fort Kaiser 
Franz system, the outer moat wall, with its gallery and the 
mine passages leading off from it, are still preserved un-
derground today. The trench, reconstructed in 1995, can 
also be visited today. 
Wache Rhein-Kaserne Koblenz, Andernacher Str. 100, 56070 
Koblenz-Lützel

Viewing on request.www.festungsstadt-koblenz.de

FORT GROßFÜRST KONSTANTIN

The Fort Großfürst Konstantin (1822-27) is enthroned on 
the steep northern slope of the Carthusian Hill. The largely 
preserved fort stands on the site of a medieval monastery. 
The foundations and crypt are still recognisable. The bat-
tery stands at the foot of the slope.
Am Fort Konstantin, 56075 Koblenz-Karthause 

Closed, viewing on request
www.pro-konstantin.de 

www.neuendorfer-flesche.eu 

FORT KAISER FRANZ

Completed in 1822, the Fort Kaiser Franz served to defend 
the left bank of the Moselle. After the defortification in 
1920/1921, the main gate, the redoubt and parts of the 
underground passage system remained. The new fortress 
park was built above it with an impressive view from the 
city balcony. 
Battery: Mayener Straße 48-52, Postern: Bodelschwinghstraße/ 
Ecke Mayener Straße, Reduit: Feste Franz 6, 56070 Koblenz-Lützel 

Due to construction work, the buildings of Fort Kaiser Franz are 
closed. The spacious and recently redesigned fortress park can be 
visited daily. www.feste-franz.org

EhrEnbrEitstEin FortrEss Park

www.festungsstadt-koblenz.de

EhrEnbrEitstEin FortrEss Cultural CEntrE

Imposing fortress complex built in 1817-28 with four ex-
hibition buildings, multimedia installations, an historical 
fortress tour as well as guided tours and living history dis-
plays. Don‘t miss the cable car ride across the Rhine up to 
the Ehrenbreitstein Fortress Park! 
Greiffenklaustraße, 56077 Koblenz-Ehrenbreitstein 

Apr.-Oct. Daily 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Nov.-Mar. daily 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Mail:  Informationen.festungehrenbreitstein@gdke.rlp.de  
Tel.:   0261 / 6675 4000 www.tor-zum-welterbe.de

FORT KAISER ALEXANDER

The main preserved feature of Fort Kaiser Alexander, com-
pleted in 1824, is the „Lion‘s Gate“ with cast-iron griffins 
from the Sayner Hütte. The new fortress park is located on 
the ruins of the reduit. The Peace Powder Magazine (1828-
30) on the main cemetery is preserved as an outer facility. 
It serves as a hall of honour for the dead of the Second 
World War.
Am Löwentor, 56075 Koblenz-Karthause

The spacious and recently redesigned fortress park can be visited 
daily. www.festungsstadt-koblenz.de

CITY FORTIFICATION KOBLENZ 

In the years 1819-1832, the entire city, including the banks 
of the Rhine and Moselle, was surrounded by a rampart. 
Parts of the baroque fortifications were integrated for this 
purpose. Remnants can be seen along the rivers and at the 
Deutsches Eck. 
Freely accessible.

Information and guided tours: Tourist Information Koblenz,  
Tel: 0261 / 129 1610, info@koblenz-touristik.de

www.festungsstadt-koblenz.de
www.forte-cultura.euwww.festungsstadt-koblenz.de
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